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Ajit Pai will step down from his position as chairman of the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) effective Jan. 20. Beginning Jan. 15, Truth on the Market will host a
symposium exploring Pai’s tenure, with contributions from a range of scholars and
practitioners.
As we ponder the changes to FCC policy that may arise with the next administration, it’s
also a timely opportunity to reflect on the chairman’s leadership at the agency and his
influence on telecommunications policy more broadly. Indeed, the FCC has faced numerous
challenges and opportunities over the past four years, with implications for a wide range of
federal policy and law. Our symposium will offer insights into numerous legal, economic,
and policy matters of ongoing importance.
Under Pai’s leadership, the FCC took on key telecommunications issues involving spectrum
policy, net neutrality, 5G, broadband deployment, the digital divide, and media ownership
and modernization. Broader issues faced by the commission include agency process reform,
including a greater reliance on economic analysis; administrative law; federal preemption of
state laws; national security; competition; consumer protection; and innovation, including
the encouragement of burgeoning space industries.
This symposium asks contributors for their thoughts on these and related issues. We will
explore a rich legacy, with many important improvements that will guide the FCC for some
time to come.
Truth on the Market thanks all of these excellent authors for agreeing to participate in
this interesting and timely symposium.
Look for the first posts starting Jan. 15.
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